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ce 'Behold the + Land of God which taketh away we 
| fin of the world,” 7 


F UR Saviour calls John the Baptiſt one 
95 of the greateſt of the prophets, and 
that, no doubt, not only on account 
of his abſtemious life an renunciation 
of the world, or becauſe he was a martyr for the 
ſake of his teſtimony, but becauſe he, of all the 
goodly company of the men of God, was the only 
one who ſurvived till the dawn of the day s of the Son 


of Man, and ſaw the Lord in RY. 57 cher pro- : 


phets and holy perſons, fince the beginning of the 
world, had the favour to ſee 1 1 pi the king- 
dom and redemption of Cbrit, b 


and redeem his people, and publiſhed the 2 ti- 
dings to all who mourned in Zion, or locked for 


ſalvation in Ifrael; and though they were per- 


ſuaded of his incarnation, or, as they termed it in 


their predictions, his tabernacling among us, tho 
they foreſaw how, by his death, he would aboliſh 
death, and by his ſufferings heal the hurt of his 
people, and fave the world, and could die in this 
faith rejoicing z yet none among them had the 
honour to ſee him like John, or to be able to ſay 

-boldly, while he could point to him, that is the 


Lamb of God, which faketh away the lin of the 


world. 22 
A. VI. John 


they ſaw afar 
off, and though they knew God would urely viſit _ 
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JO Bipa ad Veen intpfel with "the Holy 
hoſt in his mother's womb, and had fo early 
leaped for joy at the approach;of his Lord, God, 
and Mafter, who was then newly conceived in the 
virgin Mary. He had, retired early into the de- 
Ert, convinced of his high errand to proclaim the 
coming of the Lord, and to prepare his way. He 
had baptized the inhabitants of many countries to 
repentance» and ſet them upon ex pectin 
eater than himſelf, preaching that they oui 
— on him who was then among them, but 
t yet manifeſted, who ſhould, baptize with the 
Wis Ghoſt, "whoſe ſhoes . latchet he + confeſſed 
he was not worthy to ſtoop down and unlooſe; but 
all this while he was not ſure of his couſin, the 
Son of Mary, was he, till at his baptiſm in Jor- 
don, and then the Holy Spirit deſcended upon Je- 
ſus in form of a dove, while a voice from heaven 
aſſured the Baptiſt, * This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well-pleaſed.” Till this time Jobs 
bad many, diſciples, who, with bimſelf, waited for 
the Meftiab to be revealed; but now John pointed 
bim out to all his converts, ſaying, Behold the 
Lamb of God !” See the Lamb Go 
ed to be offered for. wet ſins of the world. Ye 
aue hitherto read the law, and been preſent at 
the ſacrifices, and at the morning and evening 
oblation: 3, 4 v. "have known with what ſolem- 
2. the beaſts have been appointed to be ſlain 
the days of atonement, and heard your 


„ tell how, after the ſame manner, they 


offered their goats and lambs for four thouſand 
years: Behold now the true Lamb; all the 
reſt were the patterns, but this is the ſubſtancg. * 
The others were but 9 and were the Ss | 

| AN 


d bas prepa- 5 


I t 4 3 i; 

and offerings which men made out of the beſt of 
their locks upon the altars of God; but this is 
the Lord's own Lamb, this the Lamb which 


he prepared, and the body which he ordained to be 


offered once for all. Behold him, turn from every 


other ſacrifice, and expect your help and atonement 


and forgiveneſs from this Lamb. He ſhall take away 
the ſin of the world. Thus the diſciples of John 
„ it, and they left him and followed 
clus, Ee NS " | 


The whole goſpel is included in the declara- 


tion of John; and by him, God the Holy Ghoſt has 


begun, and continues to exhibit and ſet forth the 


Son as the Lamb, whoſe death hath aboliſhed ſin 


and taken it away, teaching ſinners to look to 
him and be ſaved, Thus the prophets had, in their 


meaſure, preached him, and all the ſcriptures ſet. - 


forth remiſſion of fin in this Man's name, and in 

no other, All the divine miffionaries have, in other 

words, more or leſs plain, declared that he takes 

away fin, and finiſhes iniquity, and that to him 

every one muſt look, and all fleſh come, who 

would be faved, 3 7 
3 1 


Three things eſpecially are contained in the 


text, namely, the character of Jeſus Chriſt; his 


office; and [the] way to be ſaved by him. Of theſe, 


let us think a little, and learn rightly to eſteem 
that] ſacred Perſon, whom John in the text, and 
whom all the ſcriptures preach alone. wo ag 


The firſt thing to be - conſidered is, his cha- 
racter; the Lamb of God. John the Baptiſt was not 


the firſt who thus names the Saviour, for Moſes in. 


his dark manner had preached him as a Lamb, 
throughout the law, and even the fathers had 
thus offered lambs as ſhadows of him, from the 
days of Abel. Iſaiah had ſaid, ©* He ſhall be led as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter.” And again, Send the 
lamb to the ruler of the people.” But after John 
had called him a Lamb, the apoſtles, through the 
fame ſpirit, ſpake of him under that name. K. Pe» 
ter ſays, *© Ye were redeemed with the precious 
blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh and 
without ſpot.”” St. Paul calls him, our Paffover, our 
Paſchal Lamb, ſacrificed for us. Thus St. Philip 
| preached him to the Eunuch; and St. John the 

evangeliſt, who had ſeen him in his glory, and 
well knew what name beſt ſuited him who is not 
_ aſhamed to appear in heaven as a Lamb that has 
been flain, in his whole book of the Revelation, 
calls him the Lamb, the Lamb that was ſlain, 


© There could be given many reaſons wherefore 
the name of the Lamb ſo becomes our Saviour: 
Firſt, becauſe of his innocency, his being harm- 
leſs and meek ; for as the lamb is without any 
thing of the mw” 1 poiſon, or ravenous diſpoſition, 
of other animals, fo that the leaſt child is not 
afraid to approach it, or the moſt timorous to be 
where it is; ſo Jeſus is of ſuch a tender lamb-like 
diſpoſition and nature, that the moſt affrighted 
and fearful ſoul may approach him, and come 
into his preſence without danger. At the time 
when the antients looked upon him as a lion, 
by which name he was known in Judah, and in 
many ages; no wonder that Hezekiah and others 

fo trembled before him, and poor ſinners were 
afraid leaft, as a lion, he would - tear them to 
PF: --þ + Ne | pieces, 


x 
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pieces, when there was none to help. But now 
thoſe gloomy times like ſhadows flee away, and 
as John himſelf looked to ſee the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, and behold he ſaw a Lamb; ſo 
all who approach Jeſus, and apply with fear and 


trembling to him, however they may juſtly ex- | 


pet to meet him as a lion, fince they are con- 
cious of their having ſo grievouſly ſinned and 
offended him, yet they ſhall find he is now a 
Lamb, and now fury is not in him; he is come 
not to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave them; and 
ſuch as are not cruel and lien-like to themſelves, 
ſhall find nothing in Jeſus but mercy, and love, 
and gentleneſs for ever. . DR LY 


There is another reaſon why our Saviour's 
name may well be called the Lamb; for no 
creature of Gd is more uſeful than a lamb, 
their fleſh is meat, and their wool our beſt 
raiment; thus is Jeſus our meat indeed, the 
only fleſh that gives life to the world, and his 
righteouſneſs the fleece of the true Lamb which 
can hide fin, or cover a naked ſoul, or dreſs it 
for the King's marriage-ſupper, hey 


But the beſt reaſon that can be given, why the 
Lord delights to be known by his new name, the 
Lamb, is * So the beginning of the world, 
lambs were Uſed for the ſacrifices. Latybs were 
uſed at the deliverance out of Egypt, and for the 
conſecration of prieſts, and for the daily ſacrifice, 
Thus is our Lord Jefus incarnate called the Lamb, 
by way of eminence, as if all the reſt were 
nothing, and unworthy of the name; he is pro- 
perly the Lamb; the reſt were but faint. figures, 

| | G and 
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and no ſacrifiees which could take away ſin, make 
peace or atone for our fall, or avert the j uſt wrath 


of Almighty God. 


This could only be effected with a better ſa- 
crifice, and with a better Lamb than men could 
offer, or preſent to the Moſt High. Now, this 
God himſelf found out a Lamb, he prepared a 
body, and offered up his own eternal Son, his 
deareſt Lamb, his coeſſential and beloved Child. 
This is the Lamb of God, the Lamb he gave up 
to die in the room of a ſinful creature. God will 
have it now known, that his Child Jeſus is the 
very and true Lamb, the antitype of all oblations, 
gifts, ſacrifices, and offerings, and the fulneſs 
and ſubſtance of all whatever the law or the 
prophets preached. | 


i ne now, of courſe, into the office of this 
holy Perſon, which was, to take away the ſins of 
the world. ; | 


| God Almighty ſaw eternally through the inſuffi- 
ciency of all human performances, preſents and 
attempts to remove ſin, and too well knew how 

far {in had reigned over the earth, and how deep] 
it had ftained, poiſoned, and corrupted all fleſh, 
and merited divine wrath, to propoſe that mere 
man ſhould make an amends; he knew no blood 
of lambs, nor all the offerings under heaven 
could atone for iniquity, or make an end of ſin: 
Wherefore he found a ranſom, and contrived the 
incarnation and dying of a Lamb that could do it, 
and ſave the world. Lo! I come, he ſaith, 
to [do] thy will, in the body which thou haſt 
s 4] prepared 


„ 

prepared me.“ It was a ſecret to many in the 
world, and the more is the pity, it is a ſecret 
ſtill to ſome thouſands, how the fin of the 
world is removed and taken away. Men con- 
feſs it in words, but O] they think little more of 
the matter; for elſe all would go weary and heavy 
laden with fins to him, and be witneſſes that he 
takes away the fin of the world, I ſhall not 
enlarge much on the manner of our Lamb's ta- 
king away fin, becauſe I have done it in other 
diſcourſes, and becauſe my deſign is to ſpeak 
more eſpecially on beholding the Lamb: But yet I 
may not altogether paſs over the dolorous life 
and journey of Jeſus, when, he went out of the 
gates of Jeruſalem, bearing our iniquity, to carry 
it into a land uninhabited, and to releaſe the 
guilty world. In doing this work, it became 

im to put on a nature lower than the nature of 
angels, that he might die, who elſe could not die, 
and that in maklng atonement, and ſatisfying for 
fin, he might be capable of ſuffering the utmoſt 
of all our chaſtiſement, ftripes and judgment; 
and this he did undergo, feel and endure in his 
own body and ſoul, when it pleaſed the Lord to 
heap upon his head, and charge, and lay on him 
the iniquities of us all. Then did it alſo pleaſe the 
ſame God, even the bleſſed Three who bear wit 
neſs in heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, to bruiſe and afflict the Well- beloved and 
innocent Lamb, who now ſtood in the ſinner's 
place, and willingly bore their guilt, and be- 
came their ſurety. One man had brought fin 
into the world and ruined it; and this Man, the 
very image of the inviſible God, and the only 
pleſſed Perſon in whom God is manifeſt to men, 
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weekly undertook to take ſin away, and ſet all the 


world to rights. 


„„ 0. | . ie 
lle was not only treated as a ſinner by Jews 


and Heathen, who attended at or conſented to his 
death and bonds, but God the holy and undivided 
Trinity ſo condemned and viſited fin in his perſon, 


that in heaven, as well as in earth, it could have 


been ſaid with equal propriety, ** He was numbered 
with the tranſgreſſors.“ He was made fin for us; 
he was a curfe on our account, and for our 


| fakes, 


This was the ſolemn and awful manner in 
which the Lamb removed, the fin of the, land, in 
one day; thus Lamb of God took away the 
iniquity of the world. He ſaw contentedly, all 
whatever could be called fin, in the ſight of Al- 
mighty Gcd, was now laid upon him; and then 
he humbly, and like a lamb ſtood filent, and re- 
fiſted and anſwered not, when the rewards of fin 
flowed thick upon him from hell, from men, and 


fron» heaven. No blows, ſhame, injury, pain, 


zeviling, blaſphemy, terror, or even helliſh diſ- 
treſs could make him ſpeak or cry aloud; he went 
out of the city of Jeruſalem like a ſheep going to 
the ſhearer, dumb,. and bore his hateful and 
hell-deſerving load like a lamb, ſo he opened not 


his mouth. He had took the debt upon him and 
would pay it; he ſtood ſurety for his world, and 


would ſatisfy the Creditor ; he was the ſinner's 


| bondfman, and would be anſwerable for all their 
guilt, paſt, preſent and to come: and as he was 


the God of equity, ſo he did juſtice; and having 
fulfilled the law, and made it honourable, he mn 
mitte 


| | = IT ] | 3 | 
mitted meekly and lamb likely to its fiery and ter- 
rible, but juſt ſentence, hus he bought the 
church; thus he obtained pardon, and with 
righteouſneſs demanded all out of the poſſeſſion. 
of the enemy of our ſouls, and out of the reach” 


of the thunders and condemnation of the law and | 
divine judgment, oY . 


When he had ſtood out the ſtorm, and languiſh- 
ed on in his torments until the laſt pain and ſor- 
row was inflicted, and till he had drank up all the 
wrath which remained due, knowing that alt. 
things written of him in the Pſalms, and in the 
prophets, and in the law [were fulfilled }, he ſunk 
down and died, when he cried with a loud voice, 
*I is finiſhed.” Thus be card away all ſin out of 
the ght of his heavenlys Father, and in his own. 
death flew and deſtroyed fin, death, and the 
_ curſe\, and aboliſhed and blotted out the bills and 
bonds which were againſt us, and ſo opened a 
way for us to eſcape out of our priſon and chains 
into eternal life, and into the glorious liberty of 
the children of God, Then hung the Lord's 
Anointed truly like an enſign in the air, on the 
hills, a ſpectacle to angels and men, naked, and 
wounded, and dead. Behold him, all ye who love 
him! Behold the Man, whoſe dying faves you? 
| Behold your King, who bled and ſuffered in the 
room of his rebellious and guilty ſubjects.  Bes 
hold your God, who thus humbled himſelf to re- 
deem his creatures. Behold the Lamb that takes 
gf the ſin of the world.“ O may we have our 
Eyes like thoſe in the ſynagogue of Nazareth, faſt- 
ened on him; and even after we have viewed him, 


* 
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by faith, all our life-time, may we ſee him that 
was ſlain, in peace and in his glory for evermore. 


I come now to ſhew what is meant by beholding 


bim, for this is the way to be ſaved. 
This, as well as his death and facrifice, had 


its figures under the Old Teſtament; for when 


the Children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs were ſtung | 


with ſerpents, and could get no cure, but the 
whole camp were in the utmoſt diſtreſs; Moſes 


lifted up a ſerpent of braſs, high in the midſt of the 


congregation, and preached, that whoſoever ſhould 
be bitten or poiſoned, ſhould look to it and be cu- 
red, Thoſe who lighted. this remedy, died with- 
out mercy; but as many as raiſed their eye to the 
ſerpent, were immediately healed, ſo that it 


ſtayed the plague, and eaſed a confuſed and de- 


ſpairing people of all their pain and fears. Of 
this our dear Saviour takes particular notice, in 


his converſation with Nicodemus : and thus, he ſays, 


« ſhall the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoſo 


looketh and believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but 


have everlaſting life.“ Moſes might not make the 


image of a man, and put it upon a crofs, but the 


likeneſs and pattern of that naſty creature which 
had ſtung them; to ſignify, that as fin had ſtung us, 


and been the ſole and only cauſe of all our inward 


or outward pain, as well as the reaſon of all cala- 
mities and complaints, temporal and eternal, ſo Je. 
ſus ſhould be made fin for us, and be lifted up in 


— 


the ſhameful and loathſome manner of a criminal, 


a naked, curſed, and defiled man, from whom all 


bid their faces; but whoſoever believes in him, 


whoſoever 15 
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whoſoever, looks upon him in faith, and ſees all 
his ſins transferred on his head and ſtaining his 
raiment, he obtains deliverance, the pains of 
Chriſt eaſes his heart, his bonds looſe him and 
let go free, his cries quiet him, his wounds heal 
him, his blood waſhes him from all fin, his dying 
breaths eternal life into him, and his ſhame oy 
nakedneſs covers him with the true wedding- 
garment; his curſe bleſſes him, his condemna- 
tion acquits him, and his ſervitude and ſlavery 
adopts him a ſon and heir into the family of the 
King of kings and Lord of lords. See firſt, if 
there be any ſorrow like unto his ſorrow, where- 
with he was afflicted for our ſakes, in the day of 
the Lord's fierce anger; and then look to him and 
be ſaved, W hoſo Jooketh on him ſhall not periſh, 
but have eternal life.“ Thoſe willingly ia norant 


of his divinity and merits, who, out of pride and 


'Turkiſh haughtineſs, ſcorn to apply to him, or to 
bow down at his feet for mercy, but chooſe to 


believe in ſome more reaſonable and faſhionable 


way, are thoſe who, like their brethren in the 
wilderneſs who deſpiſed the brazen ſerpent and died, 
muſt periſh ; their blood is upon their heads, in 
the fin, in which they have ſinned, they muſt die. 


The prayer which Solomon made at the dedica- 
tion of the temple, muſt not be forgotten in this 
place, far in no part of the Old-Teftament ſervice, 
wWuaas the looking to Jeſus for ſalvation more divinely 

ſet forth than there. 7 | 5 N 


The temple itfelf was the ſhadow of Chriſt; 
for which reaſon in the goſpel, he calls his body 
the temple; and John, when he ſaw heaven, 
SRM. VI. 3 \. bee. - 
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In | 
beheld no temple in the holy city, or New Je- 
ruſalem, but ſays, the Lamb was the temple there- 
of. All the nations eſteemed the temple of Solo- 
mon, as the throne of God, and thither the tribes 
went up as to the gate of heaven, to offer ſaeri- 
fices, and to ſeek forgiveneſs, and ſet their faces 
towards that temple, when they prayed or made 
their ſupplications. Solomon, in his inſpired inter- 
ceſſion on the ſolemn feaſt day of conſecrating the 
houſe of God, intreats the Lord to hear the men 
who ſhall turn from their ſin and make their prayer 
towards that place, and to forgive them; and in 
caſe of famine, peſtilence, mildew, locuſt, or 
invaſion of enemies, in the time of ſickneſs, or 
when any man has known the plague of his own 
heart, and ſhould ſpread forth his hands towards 
that houſe, that God would hear ftom heaven 
and forgive; alſo he begs, that if a ſtranger, an 
alien to Iſrael, ſhould hear of the Lord who dwell- 
eth in Jeruſalem, and ſhould come and pray to- 
wards that houſe, that God would hear and grant 
all the deſire of the ſtranger; and if his people 
ſhould go out to battle, and ſhould pray towards 
the city, and towards the houſe which was built, 
that he would maintain their cauſe; and he eloſes 


this manner of praying with this moſt remarkable 


petition: If thy people fin againſt thee, for 
there is no man that ſinneth not, and thou; be 
angty with them, and deliver them to the ene- 
my, ſo that they carry them away captives unte 


the land of the enemy far or near, yet if they 


ſhall bethink themſelves in the land, whither the 

were carried captives,” and repent, and mäke 
ſupplication unto thee in the ſtrange land; ſaying, 
We have finned and done perverfly, and com- 


mitted wickedneſs, and ſo return to thee with all 


their heart, and with all their ſoul, and pray un- 
to thee toward the land, which thou gaveſt to their 
fathers, the city which thou haſt choſen, and the 


houſe which I have built for thy name; then 


hear thou from heaven, thy dwelling place, their 


prayer and their ſupplication, and maintain their 


cauſe, and forgive thy people that have ſinned 
againſt thee: And the Lord laid, 15 have heard . 


pre 1 * 


Thus N in n the Rs 32 opened his win- 
dow and looked toward Jeruſalem, when he made. 
his prayer; and David and ſuch as compiled the 
Pſalms, who ſaw: in faith ſomewhat of this myſ- 
tery, ſaid, I will pray toward thy holy temple: 
IT wall look to the hills, whence cometh my help.“ 


This looking and expeRiing mercy and delive= 


rance from the temple, or, as it is elſewhere called, 


the holy place of Sion, was no human, invention, 
but ordained of the God of Iſrael, to be a figure 
of the faith afterwards to be revealed. Now the 
veil is rent aſunder, and the apoſtles and diſci- 
ples of Chriſt have ſpoken plainly, that the object 
of. all our worſhip, the true temple, the true 
place of help, is Jeſus Chriſt, who was crucified 
on the hills, and ſet as an enſign, that the ſcat- 
tered. and diſperſed of Iſrael, and the nations of the 
Gentiles might ſeek to him. Let us look to Jeſus, 
ſaith the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews; 
and the prophets, who ſaw before - hand his ſalva- 
tion, taught, Look to him and be ye ſaved, all ye 
ends of the earth; and again, . Behold your King ;” 


| 0 Bun, bs They ſhall look upon him whom my 


1 pierce 


mercy upon us. 


Ou 1 
pierced, and mourn for him ;” and again, Look to 
the Rock whence ye were hewn;” and again, Turn 
ye to the dtrong-hold;“ and again, © As the eyes of 
a maiden to the hand of her miſtreſs, fo do our 
eyes Took unto the Lord our God, till he have 


Peter and John, expecting to receive ſomething from 


them, ſo a ſinner muſt Iook on Jeſus, and know 


no other can help or relieve him to all eternity: he 
muſt behold the Lamb. This is the ſweet goſpel _ | 


of glad tidings; when a ſoul is oppreſſed, is over- 
loaden and bowed down with cares, ſin, and fears, 
the Holy Ghoſt bids him behold the Lamb of God. 
This is the preſciption all true phyſicians give to 
the ſouls under their care, let their caſe be what it 
will, howeuer ſad and deplorable, however diſtreſſed 
and tempted, however fick, tired or faint, how- 
ever hurried, purſued by the enemy, or aven- 
er of blood, however ſeemingly ' incurable, look 
to ſeſus! behold him! behold the Lamb of God! 
' thoſe open arms are extended to embrace you; 
that pained breaſt was made bare, that you might 
lean there and be comforted ; that croſs of his was 
raiſed up to ſcreen and ſhelter you, like a great 
tree, from 5 burning heat of the wrath of 
Almighty God; thoſe wounds are the cities of 
tefuge, ſet open that you might turn in and be 
ſafe; that reverend head was bowed down to liſten 
to your complaint and ſighs, and thoſe dear 
lips ſtooped to kiſs you, the blood which runs 
don from all parts, from head to foot, haſtened 
to make a river“ of life, that you might drink 
and live for ever, that you might waſh and be 
clean. O go to him, venture near him, ſpread 
. your hands and hearts towards this * | 
< ; 4 5 : Ma © 


As the lame man looked upon 


FH. 


make your prayer towards this gate of heaven; 


& 


Behold the Lamb of God; look to him till he have 
mercy upon you: and fooner or later, as ſurely 
as he is God's holy Lamb, he will be your Saviour 
and Redeemer, and you ſhall glorify him. 


All our chriſtian ſervice and worſhip is, Be- 
holding the Lamb. As formerly, if an heathen who 
had heard of the fame of the God of Jacob, and 
had travelled ſome thouſand miles to Jeruſalem to 

ſee their worſhip, and was returned to his own 
country, was aſked to give a relation of all he 
ſaw, he could only have told what, a multitude he 


ſaw together worſhipping, how the pſalms Were b 
ſung in pious order, and how the trumpets and 


harps played with ſolemn awfulneſs, while no 
image no viſion appeared, no God ſhewed him- 
ſelf, nor any ſimilitude was to be ſeen as the ob- 
ject of their pompous and grand worſhip, but 


the prieſts and people all ſurrounded an altar, 


whereon a lamb lay bleeding or burning: Thus 
it is in our days of grace, when we meet to- 
gether, when we. {ing or pray, we have no other 
thing in view, we turn in faith to none elſe, 


but 


adored and bleſſed the G 


but that God who is manifeſt in fleſh, that man 
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but to him, who is the image of the inviſible God, 
the dying, bleeding, and crucified Lamb. It is 
with us, as if we celebrated our daily or hourly 
ſervice on Mount Calvary, and compaſſed round 


about the altar, whereon our Paſſover was flain 
and ſacrificed for us. Our office is to be prieſts 
to him, our white ephods are his righteouſneſs, 


dur robes are made white in his blood; him we 
worſhip, him we preach,” to him we ſing, to him 


wie pray; we will know him only, and are, and will 
be to all eternity, the inheritance and worſhippers 


of him that was ſlain, 'F hoſe who have found re- 


demption in his blood, abide with him in white 
and clean linen, with ſongs of everlaſting joy; 
and ſuch as ſeek ſalvation, look to him and pray; 


and all have their eyes and hearts faſtened on the 


Son of Man, the Lamb who takes away the ſin of 


Thus John ſaw it in the New Jeruſalem above, 
all the angels“ innumerable hoſt, the four full of 
eyes, the four and twenty upon thrones, the 
ſouls of the martyrs under the altar, the virgins 
on Mount Sion, and all the company, which no 
man could number, who ſtood round about the 
throne, worſhipped and ſung, and fell down and 
4 and Lamb that ſat 
thereon, whoſe veſture was dipped in blood, and 
who appeared as if he had been a Lamb ſlain, 
They praiſed him on whom they had believed in 
the world, and who had loved them, and waſhed 


and made them clean from their fins in his own 


blood; and no one elſe was viſible, none elſe is 
ſeen of the angels, or can be ſeen to all eternity, 


ein 


1 by” 
& in whom dwelleth the whole fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily,” in whom the Father is revealed, and 
from whom, and in whoſe name the Holy Ghoſt is 
known and glorified, that Lamb that was ſlain, he 
6 that was dead and is alive again, and liveth for 
evermore. Out of the perſon of Jeſus, God dwells 
in inacceſſible light, whom no man hath ſeen nor 
can ſee; but in his face and in his faith, the pure 
in heart ſee God, even the Father, and live. 


Let us, dear brethren, only be ſolicitous then 
about ſeeing Jeſus; let our whole ſincere and ſeri- 
ous aim be to believe in him, to look upon him in 
faith, that we thereby may eſcape the danger of 

periſhing, and find eternal life and the, kingdom 
of heaven. Let us not forget that we live in a bad 
world, in ſpiritual Egypt and Sodom, where alſo our 
Lord was crucified ; many, on all fides, {till are of- 
fended with him, and others aſhamed to confeſs. 
him for their God; the profeſſors as well as pro- 
phane, are diſpleaſed with our manner of believing 
on the Lamb. Let us not wonder, but paſs through 
among ſuch as eſteem the preaching of his croſs 

fooliſhneſs, and ſuch as deny the Lord that bought 
them, profeſling before heaven, and earth, and hell, 
that we are the difciples of the Lamb of God, that 
we follow him, and will only and alone know and 
ſet forth him till we die, Our eyes ſhall be faſten- 
ed on him, we will look to him in all times of 
need; we will praiſe and pray, looking to fim eru- 
cCified, till we behold the Lamb of God face to face 
in heaven, where I pray him to haſten our appear- 
ing, for his blood's ſake! Amen. | 
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